August 25, 2010
Dear Parent/Guardian and Student:

It is with much enthusiasm that we welcome you back for a new school year.   The summer staff has been hard at work preparing for your arrival on Thursday, September 2, as we typically do this time of year.   A noticeable difference between this summer and previous ones has been the presence of a number of contractors attending to a variety of projects aimed at improving the overall health, functionality and physical appearance of our facility.  The school was closed for most of the summer to allow this work to proceed, and we thank you for your understanding and patience.

The most notable improvement is the replacement of the roof, which continues to progress on schedule so that all work over classroom areas should be completed for the opening of school.  In science classrooms, you will notice that skylights were strategically installed in these interior classrooms to provide a natural source of light. The final phases of the roofing project will be completed in the fall, as originally planned and with minimal disruption to our delivery of programs and services.  

Carpeting in sixth and seventh grade classrooms has been removed and replaced with tile.  Carpet and asbestos tile removal in a hallway behind the cafeteria has been completed by the state certified abatement company.  Additionally, in accordance with State Public Health Codes, our certified abatement hygienist monitored the entire project and reported to us that all work was properly performed and subsequent air testing was completed to ensure that the work area is safe.  We have been given the approval to resume normal school operations.  We are sure you will be pleased with our new shiny tile floors in the school.   In addition, a number of other areas of our building have undergone renovation and some painting.
Opening of School
I would like to share with you some important information regarding the opening of school, including your team assignment and the name of your first period teacher.
First Day of School – Thursday, September 2
The school day for students will begin at 7:45 a.m. and dismissal will occur at 2:30 p.m.  All students should be on time and prepared for a full day.  The bus schedule is available on the district’s website and I highly encourage students to use bus transportation.  We are pleased that ridership improved last year and would like this positive trend to continue.  We remind you that eating is not allowed on buses to ensure the safety of students with food allergies.
Parents who wish to drop off their children should do so in the rear of the school and pull up to the furthest point of the drop-off zone.  It is important for students to report to their first period class no later than 7:45 a.m.  Please note that we do not have a homeroom period; therefore, teachers will begin their instruction promptly at 7:45 a.m.  
Team Assignment

In an effort to create smaller learning communities, students and staff have been clustered into smaller units, called teams, which research has shown to improve student achievement and increase communication with parents.  Each team will consist of approximately 100 students who will be taught by a core group of teachers in English, mathematics, science, and social studies.  In this structure, teachers are better able to meet the learning needs of all students on their team since they are able to work closely with a common group of students.  Each team is identified by a team name as follows:
Grade



Team Name



     6



Innovators



     6



Inventors



     7



Explorers



     7



Adventurers



     8



Trailblazers



     8



Revolutionaries


Handbooks and Important Forms

During the first days of school, important information will be distributed to all students, including handbooks, forms and other notices.  These forms can also be found on the front page of our website.  Many of the forms must be filled out, signed by a parent or guardian and returned to school in a timely manner.  Students will receive a daily planner that they should use to record their homework assignments.  All students will receive a copy of our Student/Parent Handbook to take home and review with parents.  Students must sign the Handbook Contract Form along with their parents and return it to their period 1 teacher no later than September 13.
Message Center – New This Year
Students are responsible for ensuring that they have all their necessary materials prior to coming to school.  On days when a parent or guardian may need to deliver a message or something that a student may have forgotten and need for class, they will be directed to leave a message (or item) at our message center located next to the security station.  This procedure will ensure that classroom instruction is not interrupted during the course of the day.  An announcement will be made at the end of Period 3 class for students who have “messages” to retrieve them at the message center.  Remember, it is a student’s responsibility to ensure that they have all of the necessary materials they need in preparation for class.
Counseling Department 
At Weston Middle School, we have one counselor devoted to each grade level who follows her students each year as they progress through our program.  Mrs. Lauren Davi is the counselor for the incoming sixth grade class, Mrs. Jennifer Doyle works with the seventh grade and Mrs. Ande Odgen with the eighth grade. 
Sixth Grade Orientation – Wednesday, September 1
Sixth grade students will meet their teachers, participate in a treasure hunt and learn their schedules at the sixth grade orientation, which will be held from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  Upon arrival students should report to the cafeteria.  Bus transportation will be provided.  Please see the district website for information regarding bus transportation for this special event.  
Back to School Nights 

Each year, we look forward to speaking with parents at our Back to School nights.  We hold three separate Back to School functions, one for each grade level.  Please note the earlier start time beginning with the principal’s remarks and save the following dates:   

6th Grade - Wednesday, September 15

7:00 p.m.

7th Grade - Wednesday, September 22 

7:00 p.m.

8th Grade - Tuesday, September 29

7:00 p.m.
We are looking forward to greeting students on the first day of school and meeting with parents during school events.  We encourage you to contact the Weston Middle School staff with any questions you may have during the year.

Sincerely,

Kenneth G. Craw, Ed. D.




Michael J. Bernardi
Principal






Assistant Principal

